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Aug# 23 - On the Reels of Hitler’s seizure of Slovakia Rave come tRe 
Hazi-Soviet trade and "non-aggre 3 sion" pacts# France Ras called up 
500,000 reservists* Europe is in turmoil again# TRe workers are 
plunged into still greater misery# Thousands are herded from Romes 
to barracks, forced to serve at tRe meager soldier’s wage, denied 
democratic rigRts# England prepares "decree lav/s", whicR will be 
used to bust strikes and jail workers# In central Europe, toilers 
await decisions tRat may plunge tRem into a Fascist hell-hole# 


TRe decaying imperialist systems are aligning for anotRer mass¬ 
acre, to stave off proletarian revolution at eacR otRers expense* 
TRe trade agreement is a step toward the U*S. objective*p.S#-Germ¬ 
any- Soviet bloc, wRicR would extend across tRe world with a main* 
base far away and a strong striking center in Europe# U#S# stocks 
rallied heartily on Rearing the news# Except as an ally of the U.S# 
Germany could never Rope to fight England# A U#S#-Germany agreement 
will be a great defeat for Britain# 


But it is not a decisive move# Poland, in the very storm cent¬ 
er, remained calm. She feared war but thought a general conference - 
a new Munich, in other words - more likely# Britain and her allies 
will use every means to drive Hitler back into line# 


In a new Munich the U.S# will be in a better position to balk 
British plans# England must offer more for German alliance, and 
there is a limit to what England can offer# But her greater milita¬ 
ry preparedness will help reduce the price# If a 4-power bloc is a- 
chieved, then the pre-war regroupments will be concluded# If the 
U*S. balks Britain, the U.S# will bargain to bring Germany to Reel# 

War between Germany-Italy and England-France is unlikely*. Ger¬ 
many’s rapprochement to the U#S# or to England, will be the main re¬ 
sult* TRe most probable outcome is a German-British alliance# 

Immediate war is the less likely variant. But the whole crisis 
i3 a big step to war. Whatever the result, it will mean more speed¬ 
up, militarization, fascism* Workers must immediately organize a 
struggle# Against all war appropriations, all conscription and mil¬ 
itarization, every loss of democratic rightsj Workers of every na¬ 
tion must prepare to turn imperialist war into civil war# Whether 
the imperialists are '’allied" with the USSR or not, workers must 
work for the defeat of their own bourgeoisies# 

TRe Soviet Union under Stalinist leadership has been dragged 
deeper into the imperialist camp# This strengthens the bourgeois 
elements in the USSR# It is not "using" the imperialists? they are 
using it. All the bosses’ alignments are basically directed against 
the proletariat. The proletariat must unite to wipe the bourgeoisie 
from the earth* Only extension of the October Revolution can free 
toilers from imperialist war and capitalist exploitation# 
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In Oregon, Minnesota, 
iting the right to strike 


and Wisconsin, laws' have been passed lim- 
by forbidding mass picketing* 


The Supreme Court has outlawed the sit-down strike# 


A Philadelphia Court has awarded the Apex Hosiery Company trip¬ 
le damages of $711,932 against the American Federation of Full-Fash¬ 
ioned 1 Hosiery Workers# 

Encouraged by this decision, Republic Steel is suing the CIO, 
SWOC, and 700 union leaders and strikers for $7,500,000 in damages, 
due to :, restraint of trade" 'during the 1937 Little Steel strike# 


Attorney General Murphy has sent federal investigators into St. 
Louis to "investigate" the WPA strike there# 


Despite the fact that there is no law or court decision forbid¬ 
ding WPA strikes, Roosevelt comes out against them, saying that "you 
can't strike against the government#" 

By these manoeuvers, the capitalist class is attempting to cur¬ 
tail and do away with the right to strike# To make profits in de¬ 
caying capitalism the capitalists must wring ever more surplus value 
out of the workers' hides# To conduct the imperialist war they are 
planning, the capitalists must make sure that their war machine will 
not be disrupted by labor troubles* Both these need3 point directly 
to doing away with the right to strike* 


HLRB Stops Independent Class Action 

The Roosevelt Administration stands, by and large, for control¬ 
ling strikes and labor unions thru the government labor boards. The 
Fational Labor Relations Board stops independent working class ac¬ 
tion by its intervention# By March 1, 1939, it had ^settled" 1,500 
strikes, and averted about 750. naturally, the result has been to 
weaken the fighting strength of the unions, teach dependence on the 
government, and settle the cases cheaply# 

But many capitalists -- the National Association of Manufactur¬ 
ers, for example -- attack the act, and call for the elimination of 
the closed shop and the check-off, and outright smashing of strike 
activity by law. 

The difference between the HAM and the Administration is only 
one of method* Both are working night and day to stop strikes. The 
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inability of the "liberal” capitalists to solve anything because of 
the decay of capitalism, gives ever more strength within the bourge¬ 
ois camp, to the group of capitalists v/ho favor "saving" the system 
by smashing the workers with the iron fist* 

This tendency is strengthened by the present weakness of the 
working class organisations, tied by their misleaders to the capit¬ 
alist war chariot and to policies of class collaboration* • This de¬ 
velopment can only be stopped, and the fascism it will bring aver¬ 
ted, by an offensive of the working class and the overthrow of capi=* 
talism# 


Lobbying Won’t Help! 

The attack upon the right to strike cannot be stopped by lobby¬ 
ing, or by electing the "friends of labor". This right was won in 
the past and has been maintained by the organized strength of labor. 
The only way to defend it now is to show that strength in demonstra¬ 
tions, strikes, etc# Support of one set of capitalist politicians 
against another, plays into the hands of the capitalists# Working 
class action on an independent forking class line is the only de¬ 
fense, Where strikes are outlawed, the only tactic is to organize 
so strongly that capitalist "legality" can be over-ridden# 
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The Hatch Bill forbids political activity of federal employees 
below the policy-making rank, (Chicago Tribune , Aug, 8), After one 
year of righteous indignation at the use by WPA and federal authori¬ 
ties of their positions to get votes for whichever bourgeois politi¬ 
cal machine they represented, Congress Hatches an eggi And the re¬ 
sult is - curtailment of the rights of the lower ranks of government 
workers| exemption for precisely those who had been doing the coer¬ 
cing! 

Just as in the case of all legislation enacted by the govern¬ 
ment against "unfair practices", the workers get it in the neck. An 
obvious scandal is used as an excuse to take away workers’ rights 
and let the guilty ones go scot-free. The Hatch Act is part of the 
drive to tighten up, and regiment the country for imperialist war. 
Strikes against the government have been declared illegal. This was 
extended to WPA, How comes the Hatch Bill which takes away even the 
right to engage in election activity, "Democracy" is reserved for 
government officials. 

Meanwhile, Roosevelt who called the Act "a step in the right 
direction", is busy soliciting funds from government workers for a 
presidential memorial library at Hyde Park, 
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Tlie new relief law for 1939-40 requires 130 hours work of every 
WPA worker at tlie old rate of pay* Tills represents a cut in hourly 
wages for the laborers from 500 to 42^, and for skilled^workers, 
from union rates to 65^. The union rates run as high as $1*42 and 
$2 per hour. In addition, the hill provides for only 2,000,000 WPA 
jobs, and after 18 months on the rolls a worker must be cut off for 
30 days with no aid at all# The art projects are particularly hard 
hit, the theater project abolished entirely# 

This latest attack of the capitalist government has caused a 
national protest# Ten years* experience proves that the unemploy¬ 
ment problem is insoluble under capitalism. The government tries, 
therefore, to keep the unemployed quifct at the least possible cost. 
Encouraged by the lack of resistance to the cuts during previous 
months, the government has slashed into the standards of the workers 
still more deeply, and attempted to break down the labor unions at 
the same time. The war drive with its constantly rising war approp¬ 
riations and the need to regiment the whole country, also made nec¬ 
essary this bio?; against the workers. 

Result of the new law was a nation wide WPA strike movement of 
approximately 250,000. The craft unionists (carpenters, bricklay¬ 
ers, painters, etc} on WPA were the main organized force. In some 
sections, the decaying locals of the Workers Alliance of America 
v;ere used for the purposes of the strike. But the unorganized mass 
of the workers provided the real driving force. In Minneapolis, the 
strike was highly successful, skilled and unskilled workers cooper¬ 
ating. 

Hold Workers Back 

The roles of the AEL, CIO, and WAA were to hold the workers 
back. The AEL called no strike at all on a national scale. All ac¬ 
tion was left up to district councils and individual unions. The 
Chicago bottom-men’s union leadership, in the case of a cut from 
$1.42-g- to $0.65 an hour, does not organize a strike? the leadership 
merely tells the men, !, Use your own judgement* 11 William.Green stat¬ 
ed that the answer to the wage cut was Congressional legislation ra¬ 
ther than strikes. 

In the face of such sabotage from the leadership it may appear 
surprising that there v;ere any AEL strikes at all. But the men must 
fight - if union rates are cut on WPA, cuts in private industry wilx 
folio?;. This plus the sentiment of the workers forced the AEL lead- 
ers'to take action, ?;hich they did as little as possible. 
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The CIO on a national scale has no unemployed organization. 
This gave its leaders the opportunity to remain passive while giving 
the strike "moral support". The only national action of the CIO in 
this crisis was to support a legislative program - thru its loooy m 
Congress - of measures designed to give more WPA and relief. 

The WAA leadership played the most miserable role of all. As 
the self-styled "only recognized organization of relief and WPA wor¬ 
kers", they were forced to take some action. The local WAA organiz¬ 
ations in many places beoame the strike organizations of this workers 
but the national leadership played the role of a fire-hose. On July 
11-12, Harrington’s national conference of WPA state administrators 
in Chicago was picketed with signs "Forward with Roosevelt", 'We 
want Roosevelt and recovery, not Kooverism and hunger". The next 
day, Roosevelt came out with the statement that WPA. strikes v/ere a- 
gainst the government and "you can’t strike against the govern¬ 
ment". 

One-Bay '^Strike" Fizzle 

Forced by pressure from below, a national one-day (!) protest 
strike was planned. Senator Murray, who had submitted amendments to 
reconsider and abolish the wage cut and 403 provisions, walked into 
the national office of the VtTAA at Washington and threatened to with¬ 
draw his amendments if the protewt strike were carried out. The WAA 
leadership meekly submitted and called off the strike! 

The Workers Security Federation, a national organization found¬ 
ed by Socialist- and Lovestonite-led splits from the WAA, called a 
short protest strike, but in a few days sent its members back to 
work on the grounds that they had done what they could and did not 
v/ant their members 403ed for absence. This "back to work" move of 
the WSF came when the WPA strikes were grovung every day! 

Despite betrayals on top, the strike sentiment was so strong 
that in several cities there were 100^ strikes of both skilled and 
unskilled. No large city went unaffected. As the new rates went 
into effect, over a 2«week period, project after project Y/a 3 thrown 
into turmoil by unorganized protests and demonstrations lasting for 
a few hours or a few days* But in the absence of a class struggle 
leadership, the bourgeoisie pressed its point. Thousands of strik¬ 
ers were fired for being away from Y/ork over 5 days. Local relief 
authorities threatened refusal of relief to WPA strikers. Lay-ofis 
for a week or ten days were used to break down the spirit. The gov¬ 
ernment under-cover and plain-clothes men on the projects clamped 
down on leaflet distribution. In Minneapolis, where the strike was 
especially militant, the G-men were investigating. They cooperated, 
according to Minneapolis police, in tear-gassing \yorkers. The bull¬ 
etin boards of every gang were used to spread anti-strike propaganda 
in the form of a telegram from Harrington and reprints from the cap¬ 
italist press. As a result, despite the largest movement of protest 
in years, the law went unchanged* 







\ 



WORKERS BANNER-—.-.-.-.-.P, 5 

This victory for the U.S* capitalist class brings it a big step 
nearer its objective of an equal national wage scale* The wage and 
hour law provides a 40^ minimum nationally without any differential 
between North and South* The lowering of the WPA wages brings them 
in line with this provision* The differences in wages between North 
and South on WPA are also to be wiped out. New wage cuts in the 
North and West are planned for September. Monthly wages in the South 
are to be raised somewhat - a "raise" which is actually wiped out by 
the increase in the required number of hours* The result will be a 
uniform national WPA wage scale. 

Straight .jacket Wages For War 

This national uniform wage will make easier the "freezing" of 
wages nationally when war is declared* It will make it harder for 
workers in one locality to raise wages above the national level. 
And of course all the money which is being "saved" at the expense of 
the unemployed is being poured into the gigantic war machine of U.S. 
imperialism. 

The 130-hour provision (attempting to force the craft unionists 
on WPA to work for less than their scale) is useful to the bourg¬ 
eoisie in another way* It is a step toward driving down the wages 
in the strongly organized building trades which are the backbone of ‘ 
the A*P* of L* Quite a while ago, Roosevelt proposed to revive the 
building industry at the expense of the workers by doing away with 
trade union rates and giving the building workers a "guaranteed" 
yearly income* This the building trades unions rejected. At the 
present time, a nation-wide investigation is being made by the gov¬ 
ernment of "monopoly practices" in the building trades* It is not 
hard to guess which way the axe will fall, when indictments are made 
as a result of this investigation. The relief law provided another 
avenue to attack the wage rates of the building trade unions. 

It was on the insistence of Harrington, Roosevelt’s appointee, 
that this law was passed* If in spite of this, Mr. Green refuses to 
"believe that Roosevelt would permit discrimination against strik¬ 
ers" (N.Y* Times, July 13), then it is only his way of reacting to 
Roosevelt spitting in labor’s face by insisting that it must be rai¬ 
ning. In the same category lie the CIO burocrats who strive for a 
third term, and the CP, which lays the whole blame on a "reactionary 
Congress" (Sunday Worker, July 9). 

FDR - Open Strikebreaker 

Roosevelt exposed himself as an open strikebreaker. For three 
days he played possum* Finally he stated that he would not encoura¬ 
ge a revision of the relief law that destroyed the prevailing wage 
in the building trades. Attorney General Murphy followed up by de¬ 
claring the strike, and all strikes against the government, illegal* 
Despite the fond hopes of Green and the Daily Worker, the president 
backed up the Department of Justice in no uncertain terms. 
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Where in the little Steel strike.of 1937 he took the line of "A 
plague on "both your houses”, he now came out openly against the 
strike. In the absence of any law or court decision against WPA 
strikes, Roosevelt, told the WPA.workers that they could not strike 
because it was a ''strike against the government”• 

We must draw the lessons of these July struggles in preparation 
for the struggles to come in September. The new wage-cuts in the 
North and West (made supposedly to provide more for the South) must 
Be met with determined organized opposition to stop the outs and to 
force the Southern raises at government expense* The most obvious 
lesson of the whole relief crisis is the burning need for an unem¬ 
ployed organization with class struggle policies* The unparalleled 
strike sentiment was either misled or allowed to vent itself in un¬ 
organized protest* The strike should prove to every class-conscious 
worker that only a militant organization can serve his interests* 

An organization is needed which will organize and guide the 
workers* struggles * not hold them back* The slogan of "All war 
funds to the unemployed” muSt be raised again? no existing organiza¬ 
tion raises it. A fight must be waged for workers control of relief 
funds and for distribution of relief funds through workers organiza¬ 
tions* The struggles of those on WPA, on direct relief, and in pri¬ 
vate industry must be coordinated* The key to all these necessities 
is the building of an independent unemployed organization* 


WPA&UWU LIQUIDATED' BY 
REVISIONISTS 


The WPA and Unemployed Workers Union, a small organization with 
class struggle policies, had been working to. organize the jobless of 
Chicago, since last November* The union could have provided much 
needed leadership to projects of the city, and the July strike move¬ 
ment would have offered splendid opportunities for its growth. 

The contribution of the Revolutionary Workers Leagues, both 
"Righting Worker” and "Revolt", to the struggles of the WPA workers 
was liquidation of the WPA&UWU in June, while the cut was pending. 
Following their April convention, the "Fighting Worker"_ adherents 
broke away from the union on the pretext that their position on wor¬ 
kers control of production was not given expression* Thereupon, the 
"Revolt" supporters forced the liquidation of the union* 

Both forces then joined the local organization of the Workers 
Security Federation - which sent its members back to work in the ve¬ 
ry middle of the strike movement l 





DEMANDS 


Chicago, August 19 - One month after the Packing House Workers 
Organizing*" Committee promised "decisive action", the PWOC officials 
have taken another step backwards under Armour Co.’s pressure. Back 
on April 8, a national meeting of packing house workers in Chicago 
threatened Armour, Swift, Cudahy and Wilson with strike if they did 
not sign solid. They gave the companies till May 10 before action 
was taken. ' On May 10 action was taken - a postponement till July 
17. Armour still refused to sign, and the deadline was pushed fur¬ 
ther back. 


How, Armour officials declare that they are ready to talk, but 
not on a national scale. Each plant must be handled separately, and 
have its own contract. The FJOC officials, who demanded solid na¬ 
tional contracts with all 4 big packers 9 declare themselves ready to 
negotiate separately with each of the many Armour plants. .They only 
insist on a written contract - as they "insisted” on solid signing 
and strike action. 


Van Bittners Throw Ice-Water 

Meanwhile, the concrete demands of the workers - against speed¬ 
up, for decent working conditions, etc. - have gone with the wind. 
The plants are prepared against strikes, with virtual armories 
ready. The packers have contacted the AEL for possible aid in 
splitting the workers’ ranks. With every delay, the workers chances 
of victory grow slighter. There is still a good chance for the wo.r+ 
kers to win - but it won’t be thru the CIO leaders’ tactics. Paced, 
with a rank and file organizing move, Van Bittner the roving reform¬ 
ist and his pals have been busily throwing ice-water on it. They 
cannot and will not lead a militant, aggressive campaign. 

The packing house workers must take matters into their own 
hands, elect plant committees and local officers who stand for 
a strike. The various plant organizations must contact each other . 
The militant workers in each plant and local must contact each other 
and set up a national left wing to take over direction of the strike 
A national rank and file strike committee must be built, to carry oil 
the strikes for the workers. 

.1 

The FWQC workers must prepare for a solid sit-down to close Ar¬ 
mour down tight. The demands on hours, wages and especially oh 
speed-up and working conditions must be won not only on paper but in 
life. The workers must take over the control of the operating lines 
thru their shop stewards and committees and enforce their decisions 
on speed-up and conditions. The Armour workers can force Armour to 
its knees? but the Bittners will certainly wind up in Armour’s lap. 

















Refugees from Fascist Spain are today crowded into filthy con¬ 
centration camps in southern France, given poor and scanty food. I). 

Jacobs, hew York director of the refugee relief campaign, says: Re¬ 

fugees are told to pack- their belongings, are then mustered and giv¬ 
en a talk on the necessity of...returning to Spain immediately....If 
they refuse, they must join work gangs for a 3-year period and run 
the risk of never again seeing their families...French local author¬ 
ities sometimes use more ({) repressive means.*' 

In Franco's Spain, of course, the refugees face firing squads 

and prison. So much for democratic France. For are the Hegrin and 

Stalinist relief organizations* skirts clean. We quote an eyewit¬ 
ness, writing in IV Internaoionale (Mexico City): 

"But the real horror in the camp i3 the- political repression, 
which poisons our lives in an indescribable manner. • Elected by- no¬ 
body, the Stalinists have taken over all the directive and adminis¬ 
trative posts, given to them by the French camp leaders for their 
own political reasons..." 

"Of 1200 comrades of the Austrian-German 'section', a large 
part is disillusioned with the Stalinists.•.though for the most part 
they have not been formally expelled from the Party*.-Barbarism, 
cruelty, brutal force are the arms used by the Stalinists against 
our comrades...There aremany among the Stalinists who have lost all 
faith and ask to be sent back to Germany to escape the camp hell..." 

Cardenas Weeds Out "Leftists " 

Mexico’s "open door" to refugees-was acclaimed as a solution. 
But before they get Mexican visas, the refugees are questioned: 
"What do you think of the Negrin government?..What anti--fascist 
party do you think most betrayed the Republic's victory? What do 
you think of the POUM?" A member of the bourgeois Esquerra Party 
answered that the POUM "meant well" - his visa was cancelled! 

Individual organizations are collecting funds for small groups 
of refugees. That is not enough. A strong working class front must 
be built, not only to send funds, but to fight for their right to 
emigrate where they please, for control of their affairs by the ref¬ 
ugee workers themselves, to expose this "sifting" of leftists and 
turning over of workers to Franco's firing squads. 


The new War Resources Board, appointed by FDR:- Chairman - Head of 
U.S. Steel Corp.i President of M.I.T.j Head of American Telephone & 
Telegraph 'Co. | Director of General Motors Corp.j Chairman of Sears 
Roebuck? President of Brookings. Whose war did they say it was??? 
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RANCE-FACESCRISIS 



The arrest and conviction of 5 members of "Solidarite Interna¬ 
tionale Anti**Pasciste" in' Paris, calls attention to the true nature 
of the French democracy"* The SIA is an international relief orga¬ 
nization, reputedly dominated by anarchist influence, for the pur¬ 
pose of relieving and aiding the victims of Fascism* But its paper 
ran an article opposing imperialist war "even against Germany" and 
calling on workers not to fight in such a war. So today 5 of the 
editorial board are in prison for terms of 2 years to 18 months. 

This suppression of an anti-fascist organization is, like all 
Daladier’s anti-labor acts, cloaked in apparent "anti-fascist" pol¬ 
icy. Two years ago, the Havre strikes ws?re broken under the smoke¬ 
screen of a fake ban on fascists. The Croix de Feu and Doriotists 
were put to the trouble of re-naming their papers and slightly alt¬ 
ering their uniforms; the workers were slugged and fired upon. 

Today‘s action is even cruder. When papers run lists of "Mazl 
agents" jailed or deported for fascism, it sounds impressive. But 
Daladier T s anti-fascist drive has not touched greatly any of the big 
French fascist movements. After all, if Daladier falls, the bourge¬ 
oisie will need those fascists* What he is actually doing is clean¬ 
ing out the "information buros" and "confidential services", spies 
and semi-spies ready to work for Germany or for anyone else who pays 
the price. If anything, it aids the big outfits by driving the one- 
horse armies into their folds for safety. 

Even Reformists Stepped Op 

Meanwhile, even the reformists get stepped on. On July 14, Ba¬ 
stille Day was used to show French-British solidarity with a huge 
joint military parade. The Stalinists and Socialists, who have been 
for some years holding a big jamboree on this oocasion, were pushed 
off to an isolated district. When they protested that they wanted 
to show their patriotism more publicly, they were refused. Bastille 
Day, said Daladier. is the holiday of the whole people; since the 
Communist and Socialist Parties are labor organizations, they cannot 
represent the whole people. Only Daladier can do that. 

France is tightening her grip on her colonies and spheres of 
influence. In a move to draw Turkey and its considerable Balkan in¬ 
fluence into line, France restored the Sanjak of Alexandretta to 
her. She is again promising Syria "independence under French con¬ 
trol, and offering hopes that Syria and Trans-Jordania may be unit¬ 
ed under a king from the house of FeiacJL of Iraq. The colonial 
question is especially important to France, for she depends on colo- 
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nial troops more than any other country* It is no accident that the 
5 SIA members were arrested, among other counts, for attaching the 
rottenness of French colonial policy* 

Under cover of “aiming against Hitler”, Baladier is smashing 
workers * standards and democratic rights* If he can get the colon¬ 
ies into line, he will have France in a comparatively strong posi¬ 
tion. But the essential foe is not Germany. Tied tightly to Brit¬ 
ain, France must also look toward the U«S. as the main and final en¬ 
emy among her fellow imperialists* In fact, Britain has high hopes 
of seeing Germany on hex side of the lines in the coming wa&« 

To he sure, France arms “against Hitler”j hut that is not so 
difficult to get around. Once built, a bourgeois army can be used 
where the bourgeoisie pleases* England built up the first basis for 
her World War fleet “against France and Russia", but when Germany 
rose, the fleet worked equally well with France and Russia. If need 
came, the French army could do a3 well* 

On The Point Of A Knife 

The "strength" of Daladier’s government is, however, balanced 
on the point of a knife. It is clearly Bonapartist - without the 
strength to rule for the bosses thru parliamentary democracy; with¬ 
out the strength to rule thru open dictatorship. It bases itself on 
the decree laws, passing, repealing and interpreting laws to suit 
ifself. As a bourgeois writer has remarked, Daladier has safeguard¬ 
ed French democracy by Restricting the vote to himself. Theoretic¬ 
ally, the government has placed itself "above classes", as a super¬ 
ior force mediating between them, and bringing internal peace. i->ut 
despite this moth-eaten formula of Bonapartism, Daladier rules for 
the bourgeoisie and drives against the workers just the same. So he 
remains, supported on demagogy and uncertainty. Meanwhile, he 
curses Hitler and builds an army. 

As the crisis matures, Daladier will fall, as Von Papen in Ger¬ 
many fell, as all the "democratic" despots who have mushroomed and 
withered in Europe. Then France will be put to the test - a.workers 
state and Communism, or continued bourgeois misrule and Fascism. And 
in Fra.nce, despite reformist misleadership, the proletariat is 
in a relatively strong position. The system is objectively ripe for 
revolution; the proletariat is militant and well-organised, with 
traditions of struggle reaching back to 1871. The only element 
lacking is the revolutionary party, and tho this lack is fatal ii 
not repaired, the bourgeoisie knows only too well that such a party 
may well be built in the revolutionary struggle itself. The French 
bosses want to stave off the show-down. 

There is a temporary way out for the French bosses. That is 
war. They remember how the strike movement maturing sincel912 in 
Russia was temporarily buried under a wave of patriotism in 1914. 
Hext to the United States, France has more to gain by imperialist 
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war than any other power. Where the U.S» hopes to gain new fields 
for investing capital and sweating native labor, Prance hopes for a 
temporary stability. 


Moreover, Britain ha3 been prudently paying off Germany - with 
Prance’s property. The areas taken over by Hitler have all been wi¬ 
thin the former French spheres of influence, and his economic gains 
in the Balkans have been at her expense. With an > already weakening 
economic system, Prance must repair these losses if the bourgeoisie 
is to keep its place in world affairs. As for the dangers that the 
imperialists see in war from workers' disillusionment and revolt -- 
French bosses know they will face those dangers all too shortly any¬ 
way. 

Blows At Labor Are Wa^ Moves 

From this, French revolutionists must plan their strategy. All 
of Daladier’s blows at labor are war moves. Wages are cut, and 
hours are lengthened - to prepare industry for war. Workers’ free 
press and free speech are struck against - to prevent “disaffection" 
in war. Therefore, all movements to keep up the workers’ conditions 
- all campaigns against suppression of free speech, must be led to 
their logical next stages against imperialist warl 


Especially would the French labor movement be wise to repair 
its long neglect of the colonial question. It is largely on this 
neglect and failure to expose colonial conditions, that France has 
founded its reputation as a humane colonial administrators investig¬ 
ators have found conditions in Indo-Chinese rubber plantations well 
fitted to rank with British bombings in India and American atroci¬ 
ties in Haiti, 


Neglected by the labor movement in Spain, Spanish colonies 
poured forth Moorish troops to be used against the labor movement. 
That must not happen in France. Systematic -propaganda in the colon¬ 
ies, aid to colonial national movements and labor organizations, 
propaganda at home against Daladier’s colonial methods - these oan 
cut away from him much support on which he depends, and speed the 
building of a workers* soviet state in France, For certain it is 
that only if such a workers’ state in built and the bourgeois state 
wiped from the ea&th, can French labor escape being crushed by a 
"made in France" fascism. 


It is reported that B, J. Field, secretary of the League for a 
Revolutionary V/orkers Party, is resigning and leaving the movement. 
Giving no political reason for his action, the LRWP Raders WJa 
was for “personal reasons”• This shows the lamentably ow P \ 
level within the IOTP. Left elements in the LRWP must understand 
that this action results from the LRWP*s political inability 
bourgeois pressure, and begin a fight for a Marxist political 

line. 
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• . . The myth of British-American "parallel action" versus . Janan 

ma ?oad to V/ do-nih X ? l0 ?J d * B ^ tai \ tried to USG Chiang Kai-Shek's 2 fix. 

t0 ^- 0iIi;Lhate entire Chinese hinterland, both British and 

cwenc^nd t 1 ? an to Chiila was Proposed to tie Chin- 

ancinp- banking to xjondon. But Japan objected to the fin- 

sain?? tL Si?? \ government and began a campaign of annoyance a- 
the J 1 ^ lsh * Slnce -England values Japan even higher than her 
M Ln^i Ct \ Sle h S d t0 drop her for financing both sides! 

ins sil?er h ii®*h b L br?a}C i^ the trade pact with Japan and recommenc- 
ovfr h China, the U«S« reestablished its position 

sition ap-ainst^n^^nr) 3 ’’ 1 * 1 • to strengthen her Par Eastern po- 

t_ n against England by frightening Japan away from her* * . 

o**Q-o 

France, we hear of the arrest of Fernand 
, Nicholas Faucier, Henri Jeanson and Robert 
an article attacking French war and colonial 
tne "democrat" Cardenas bars leftist Spanish 
consuls in France refuse visas to left~anar- 
The Communist Workers Group has protested 
acts, and calls on all other working class 
this protest, . , 

o-0-o 


• • • From "democratic" 
Vintriguer, Louis Lecoin 
Louson, of the SIA, for 
policy. And in Mexico, 
refugees. The Mexican 
chists, POUMists, etc. 
these anti-working class 
organizations to join in 


reeimp^in to . 1 , nak ? headlines. Actually, there is a Nazi 

VinniL ?h? Sii? w ^V ts l0Cal fuehrer responsible to Hitler 

ns Nofth h Cp?m^n t gain Germany only another naval base added to 

terribly? °f!? ^ S , eS * J 7or would it3 loss hurt Poland so 

preparing for jSrt sioh a lo'aef" UP the riTOl P ° rt ° f Gdynla > 

Munich e2 !!t n whi?h d bope t0 makG Danzig the basis for a new 

Britain h ? PS German y could got new juicy payments, and 

varied ill? ?° Ward a i“ power bloc ‘ Meanwhile. Danzig 

+ +£ fe f Ha21 J error “ Dut the Nazis rule "legally", and 

that satisfies the tender bourgeois democratic conscience, • , 

o-0-o 

ri er aat - - nal - R -> p aris, we hear that the POUM left wing 

eAora^oi g tAAom, e f °f* ^u S Bion of the civil war and thf 

fy. p r m . e P ?DM* r-his, the first authentic news we have had of 

only survived tbe 1 ^?^^- 6 S P ? n - sl1 defeat » informs us that it has not 

ine i"s!I! o? Iht 4nfv ? S ut lncrease <* its strength. In forthcom¬ 
ing 18 J“ eB Jf the Wqikers Banner, we will present an analysis of the 
POUM Left- Wing material, insofar as it has reached us. • • 












WAR DEPT. PLAYS 


GAMES " NOW 


The greatest war "games" in U.S. history take place this August 
- supported and acclaimed by all sections of the bourgeoisie. 52000 
soldiers and national Guardsmen will clutter up many square miles of 
otherwise pleasant countryside for a week. The press will carry day 
by .day^descriptions of the mimic'war. The dockyards will roar with 
activity as the. 101 new war vessels, now under construction and 
planned, are slid off the ways. The War Resources Board, meet i ng 
behind closed doors, will plan the regimentation of the whole coun¬ 
tryside for war. 

The biggest military budget in the world,' the biggest war games 
in the history of the country, and the socalled "Neutrality Act" 
show the bosses’.drive to a war. There i 3 nothing contradictory 
about the war drive and the "Neutrality" Act. The act is a cog in 
the. war machine. Its purpose is to give a legal cover to embargoes 
against the enemies of the U.S. imperialists-. 

In July 1936, when it seemed as tho the Spanish workers might 
seize power, Roosevelt proclaimed a state of war and clamped down 
the arms embargo so the Spanish workers couldn’t get (J.S. arms, 
ihis emoargo was continued even after the danger of workers’ revolu¬ 
tion was past, because it weakened the Loyalist Government which was 
dominated by the Anglo-French imperialists. Thus the "Neutrality" 
Act was used against the workers, and against the U.S.’s main enemy, 
British imperialism. * 


On Again. Off Again 

But where is the "neutrality" Act when the U.S imperialists 
are besu served by active intervention? In such a case, the Presid— 
ent meiely ignores the existence of a war and the Act*s provisions 
do not go. into effect. The Italian armies battled for a year to 
conquer Ethiopia. But .Roosevelt - with all the world-wide informat¬ 
ion of the State Department at his disposal - pretended ignorance 
of the fact that a state of war existed. This allowed the U.S. im¬ 
perialists to help Italy and so deliver a blow at England. 

The Japanese and. Chinese armies have been fighting for two 
years. But no war existsj according to Roosevelt. Because the 
U.S. imperialists gain most by maneuvering with both in order to get 
the inside track in China. 

So that’s "neutrality" - American style. But it isn’t "neu¬ 
tral" enough. The last Congress was the 3 cene of a struggle to give 
the President and Congress even more leeway in applying embargoes to' 
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their enemies and helping their friends* The act was too clumsy - 
putting embargoes against both sides* Much handier to be able to 
help your friends and hit your enemies directly - all in the 'name 
of "neutrality", of course* 

Roosevelt proposed abolishing the embargo provisions and giving 
him the power to designate war zones into which American ships could 
not go. in the Japanese invasion of China, this could be used to 
declare Japan and the China coast in a war zone and ship arms to 
China thru Indo-China and India* 

But the "isolationists" in Congress defeated this proposal* 
The House passed provisions for an embargo of "lethal weapons" a- 
gainst belligerants, for belligerants to pay cash for American goods 
and take title in the U*S*, for the exemption of Latin-American 
countries from the most important provisions^ for U.S* citizens to 
travel at their own risk on belligerent ships* They also made a 
provision that Congress can also declare a state of war to exist - 
just in case the President overlooks a war he should have remember¬ 
ed* The "isolationist" Senate Foreign Relations Committee then 
postponed all the House amendments to the next session of Congress 
by a 12 to 11 vote* 


"Isolationist" Bloc 


The question arises - why did the ."ie&latiohists" block these 
war measures when there was great unity of opinion on the actual war 
preparations? For example, the naval expansion bills, army approp¬ 
riations, ' etc* The answer lies in the character of the "isolation¬ 
ist" bloc* The majority of the U.S* imperialists understand that an 
army and navy large enough to control all the seas and suppress all 
the lands are necessary* The reorganization of the world in the in¬ 
terest of U*S* imperialism demands this* Hence the unity on the con¬ 
crete aspects of the wa£ drive* 

But a large bloc of these imperialists, with the majority of 
their interests in the U.S*, hang back from active intervention* 
They want the "biggest navy in the world" to protect trade* "So 
armed and so secure, we shall have a far better opportunity of in¬ 
fluencing, in behalf of permanent peace (i*e* U.S* domination - Ed*} 
the settlement which must follow any European war, than we shall 
have as a belligerent." (G.F* Eliot, in Current History ). Of 
course, many who are against intervention in Europe are rabid for it 
in Japan and vice versa. The main thing separating the "isolation¬ 
ists" from the "interventionists" is a difference in tempo* The "i- 
solationists" are those not yet ready to draw the final concrete 
conclusions from the U.S* imperialists* need to reorganize the world 
in the interest of Wall street* 

Imperialist "neutrality" is a contradiction. Capitalist econo¬ 
my forces the imperialists into wars of aggression to save their de- 
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caying system# Every imperialist is at dagger points v/ith. every 
other# Every imperialist government intervenes in all parts of the 
world, to further its interests# The imperialist U#S# government 
will not he made to change its $pots hy any such proposition as a 
referendum on the question of war, "neutrality" law or any other 
parliamentary action# The activities of the Socialists, Trotsky- 
ites, etc. for a referendum on war merely give this leopard a red 
coat of paint hy asserting that such a referendum could change its 
spots# 


Workers Can’t Be Neutral, Either 

BP more can the workers he neutral# Our class interests demand 
active intervention of the workers on an independent working class 
line on a world scale* U#S. workers must fight Japanese invasion 
hy strikes, tying up shipments to Japan and hy sending aid, not to 
the traitor, Chiang Kai-Shek, hut to those Chinese workers and peas¬ 
ants who carry on a struggle against all imperialist - U#8# includ¬ 
ed# If war breaks out between imperialists, it is our duty to aid 
with all our might the groups who work for.revolutionary defeat¬ 
ism and the overthrow of "their o“@n" imperialists* In the much more 
likely event that the U#S# imperialists start the war, we must re¬ 
member that the main enemy is in our own country, and fight for tne 
military defeat of the U.S. imperialists hy revolutionary aotion, 
even if it means the temporary victory of the "enemy" imperialist. 

Meanwhile, the Congressmen are telling their constituents how 
thev "defended neutrality"# The reformists of all shades are yam— 
muring aboStneutrality Imendmenta. All this is. for the oonsump- 
tion of the masses# And the bosses* war chariot drives on to a -var 
for world domination with the "Neutrality" Act an important cog m 
its machine# 
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You can spread your news better thru the Workers Banner 

There’s been a lot of talk about freedom of the press# 

We haven’t found any. Everywhere we’ve been at, it costs money 
to print ideas# 

We know that this results _in many workers bottling up their indig¬ 
nation against capitalism# 

The Workers Banner wants your news about the class struggle. 

Don’t bite your tongue, write for the Workers Banne r 

jHelp the fight for a workers’ pressJ Send in your article and a 
* sub, if you can. 
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? WHAT HOPE IS THERE FO$ THE WORKERS OR \ 
\ FASCIST COUNTRIES TO THROW OFF THE YOKE ? 


A fascist dictatorship shows the -weakness rather than the 
strength of the ruling class. It means that the Bourgeoisie can on¬ 
ly continue thru open violent suppression of the working class* In 
the countries where it exists - Spain, Germany, Italy - just before 

Fascism came in, you had a bankrupt economy, a strongly organized 
working class. 

? WHY DID THE WORKERS LOSE TO FASCISM ? 

But the victory of fascism reveals also the weakness of the 
working class* Class conscious and threatening tho the working 
class forces were, they lacked leadership and program to really de¬ 
cisively smash the bourgeoisie and set up proletarian dictatorship. 

The workers in fascist countries, once strongly organized, have 
many of them become utterly demoralized. But experience in organi¬ 
zation and offensive class struggle can’t be taken away from them. 
The class struggle under fascism is intensified tho the workers are 
on the defensive. 


? HOW STRONG ARE THE FASCISTS ? 

The capitalist system is its own gravedigger. The contradic¬ 
tions between their need for expansion and the contracting mar¬ 
ket, makes its existence ever more precarious. Despite the appa¬ 
rent strength of the bourgeoisie, fascism is basically another step 
in its decline, a step made possible by the failure of the proletar- 
iati to seize its opportunity. 

? HOW STRONG ARE THE WORKERS ? 

The proletariat is forced to re-establish its centers in illeg¬ 
ality - but it establishes them* And it begins the fight for ele¬ 
mentary working class rights, and carries thru this fight to a work¬ 
ers council government, the only government that can grant them* 

The revolutionary workers in other countries can help them best 
by fighting against the capitalist system at home, defeating their 
own bourgeoisie and setting up a workers state to aid the workers in 
fascist countries. For the workers of fascist countries to throw 
off their yoke, a world revolutionary party must be built to lead 
their struggles to the successful overthrow of capitalism, both ''de¬ 
mo c.ratic" and fascist* 

















-P# 17 


WOiiE&BS B42 





In bitter fighting on tfe4 Mongolian frontier, the Japanese push 
has hogged down before Soviet reenforcements of bombers, tanks and 
men# But altho foreign correspondent® have given excellent reports 
of the soviet air and tank corps, the Soviet Union has been reluct¬ 
ant to throw her weight into the scales# The soviet infantrymen 
were described by Mew York Times and Tribune correspondents as back¬ 
ward, _ ignorant and untrained, and in striking contrast to the high 
efficiency of the Red Army man as a rule# Many captured Russians 
had not known they were going to a war# 

There is a good reason why the Soviet Union sends only the 
dregs of its army, from backward Siberian peasant reserve forces# 
There is too much danger that the proletarians and well-trained pea¬ 
sants in the first-class soviet brigades would get out of control 
and commence a real revolutionary struggle in defense of the USSR# 
This, the present leaders of the Soviet Union must 3 hun like the 
plague# 

Stalinism holds its position only in default of a proletarian 
upsurge which wquld squash Stalin and, his aides as traitors to the 
class, or a bourgeois viotory which would smash Stalinist reformism 
along with the working class# Its only hope is to compromise the 
struggle, and avoid decisive action at all cost, for any decisive 
action means a big step toward Stalin*® doom# To be sure, the bour¬ 
geois strata in the S#U# leadership might well desire imperialist 
invasion.to succeed? but if no resistance at all were made, the pro¬ 
letariat would certainly be aroused, and bourgeois and Stalinists 
would go down together* 


Keep Technicians Prom Masses 


Stalin fears even to allow the Soviet technical forces to get 
too close to the struggling masses# In Spain and China, Soviet fli¬ 
ers v/ere kept as isolated as possible from the population# But now 
the S#U# burocracy finds itself between two fires# On the one hand, 
the Mongolian Soviet is being directly invaded by the imperialists; 
on the other, if too decisive action is taken, the proletariat will 
be unleashed# The burocrats* only hope is to temporize and hope 
that Japan is merely "feeling out" the Soviet defense# 

Already, however, the Russian action has had repercussions wi¬ 
thin the S#U# It would appear that even this sabotaged struggle a- 
gainst invasion has thrown the bourgeois and proletarian forces at 
each others 1 throats more sharply* Significantly, the "moratorium 
on purges" has been lifted, with the purging of a group of officials 
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in the Par East, and with the removing of honors and decorations 
from a number of army officers and others. 

Despite the fact that japan mad# £bt demands on England at the 
same time that she attacked the Soviet Union, even "khe mos ‘ fc blatant 
bourgeois correspondents have failed to suggest any joint action os 
England and the S.U# fhft two powers are obviously further apart 
than ever. The bourgeois writers explain this by Stalin’s "Orient¬ 
alism", and declare that he is withdrawing from Europe to develop 
Russia’s Siberian hinterland# This theory 1 is hardly worth the punc¬ 
turing. In the first place, every 3t#p to develop Siberia has tied 
it tighter to Europe for materials and market. In the second place, 
Stalinist burocracy has hindered, not helped the development of the 
Asiatic Soviets: for example, the ban OH immigration into the S#u# 
stopped a process by which vast tracts were being brought into cult¬ 
ivation and industrialization. The Soviet Union’s "withdrawal from 
Europe" is not a withdrawal from world politics; it is merely a move 
in world politics to try to find a new protestor. 


•Firing Of Litvinof:* 

The removal of Litvinov has been associated with kke change in 
foreign policy away from an alliance with Great Britain. Yet Stalin 
found England’s shade a comfortable resting place in the days of the 
Franco-Soviet pact and the League of ffations entry# But that was 
before Britain had such troublesome friends. Britain’s 4-Power Bloc 
can be cemented only by buying Germany into the fold, and the m °st 
tempting bait for Hitler is the Soviet Ukraine. Naturally, Stalin 
hopes for more by keeping a safe distance from hie would-be parti- 
tioner and close to Britain’s great eneis^y, the U*S« 


To be sure, Roosevelt’s letter to the dictators, with its prom¬ 
ise of an economic conference that would open the markets of world, 
was an offer of friendship to Hitler, as well as a threat of c-tps- 
ed markets for Britain. Such a U.S.-German friendship Y*ould probably 
oonsist of financial backing to Germany, to exploit some of the sov¬ 
iet resources. But this rapprochement is the less probable varia x 
today, and Stalin hopes to stave off a show-down for a period ax 
least. 

Continuation Of Purges 


The removal of Litvinov may be connected to the shift in diplo¬ 
macy, tho this shift was under way before his removal# But .122?" 

mentally, Litvinov’s disgrace is but another one_°£. _f" 

es of old Stalinists, It is another indication of the sharp class 
struggle going on under the proletarian dictatorship* The purges 
of so many political figures of the ruling stratum of 
ion has mystified the world# The very generals who put Tugachevsky 
and his fellow-victims under a court martial wore themselves shot 
later, Yagoda, the GPU chief who "got the goods" on Zinoviev and 
Kamenev, was later put on trial by another GPU chief, Yezhov, who is 
today in disgrace, and who has been removed from all posts# Barely 
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several weeks before he himself confessed to treason charges, Radek, 
the editor of Pravda, was denouncing the hapless Zinoviev and Bukha¬ 
rin groups* 

Paced by the contradictory expressions of a deep-rooted class 
struggle, many have rationalized their thinking by looking for an 
explanation within the content and structure of the proletarian 
state, and, ultimately, within socialism itself* There is, however, 
nothing mysterious in the recent events* They are the result of the 
peculiar relation of class forces within the USSR* 

As a result of the October Revolution, the capitalist relations 
of production were replaced by a transition economy in which social¬ 
ized relations of production were dominant* The political factor 
which permitted this was the seizure of political power by the prol¬ 
etariat, and the establishment of a workers state* However, due to 
Russia's isolation from the rest of the world economy as a result of 
defeats of proletarian revolutions, the inevitable remnants of capi¬ 
talism were able to grow* On the basis of this growth of capitalist 
and pre-capitalist economy in the form of kulaks, private traders, 
Fepmen, and imperialist industrial concessions,_etc* ? Stalinism was 
able to usurp burocratic control of the proletarian dictatorship* 

Revolutionary Program Destroyed 

This force based itself on the better-paid petty-bourgeois 
stratum within the proletariat* The program of this political ten¬ 
dency was and is one of class collaboration with the capitalist rem¬ 
nants in the Soviet Union and with the capitalist world* The revo¬ 
lutionary program of the Communist International was destroyed and 
the organization was taken over* One burocrat, typical of the whole 
burocracy, was given the leadership* His name is Stalin* 

Lacking a revolutionary internationalist program or a consist¬ 
ent Marxist approach to economic problems facing the S*U*, the Stal¬ 
inists were unable to create the economic conditions for the gradual 
elimination of all capitalist and pre-capitalist remnants*. On the 
contrary, these grew stronger* The growing strength of this sector 
of economy provided the material base for the Stalinists to continue 
ou 3 ly tend to the right in politics and increase their capitulations 
to bourgeois pressure* The Stalinists came into greater conflict 
with the proletariat, whose interests they were undermining. 

Lacking, as do all petty-bourgeois strata, a sufficient inde¬ 
pendent strength to fight against the proletariat, Stalinism was 
forced to increase the power and encourage the honeycombing of the 
apparatus by bourgeois restorationist forces. These had more direct 
connections with the imperialists and the growing bourgeois stratum* 
They were not so placed as to have their base within the Soviet la¬ 
bor movement, i*e*, the proletarian dictatorship* 

The capitalist elements in the economy have grown and therefore 
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the contradictions between the socialist economy and the bourgeois 
development# This was reflected in the right shifts in politics? 
the new constitution, the foreign policy, etc. The counter-revolu¬ 
tionaries are becoming more active and are preparing the way for 
their bid for power# The counter-revolution is removing the social 
reformist stalinist force from the apparatus and as far as possible 
replacing them with men who are so placed that they will neither va¬ 
cillate nor be in the sight of the proletariat# In short the labor 
lieutenant is being removed after his function has been completed# 

The Stalinists cannot male any effective resistance# The capit¬ 
alist forces have become so strong that only a mass use of the prol¬ 
etariat can handle the situation# All opportunists shrink from such 
a task# But the Stalinists are worse off than the opportunists in a 
gapitalist land# Very embarrassing and very fatal to tell the prol¬ 
etariat that it has been duped and betrayed. Thus caught in a maze 
of contradictions, the Stalinists found themselves chopping each 
other's and their own heads# 


Universal Drive On Proletariat 

The much-publicized trials and executions camouflaged, on the 
one hand, a universal drive on the proletariat and its socialized 
property relations; and on the other, some isolated incidents where 
open counter-revolutionists were caught red-handed and put on the 
block by the pressure of the working class* Now, to the drive from 
within, is added pressure from the counter-revolution outside# 


This set-up threatens the proletarian state# If the Russian 
and international proletariat does not take revolutionary action a- 
gainst the counter-revolution, the first workers state will go down 
before the counter-revolution# Luckily, there are signs that the 
Soviet workers retain militancy and force, despite their Stalinist 
misleadership# The very reluctance of the Stalinists to use their 
crack troops in Mongolia, shows that these rank-and-filers retain 
some, at least, of their old spirit# 


The task before the workers of the Soviet and the world is 
great# The Soviets must he rebuilt, the workers' powers in plant 
and trade union restored, workers' democracy re-established in the 
Red Army# Above all, a new revolutionary party and a Fourth Commun¬ 
ist International must be forged in the struggle, to lead the work¬ 
ers to victory over the counter-revolution at home and to the exten¬ 
sion of the October Revolution# 
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The inability of the capitalist economic machine to solve its 
problems has resulted, in new and ever-greater crises for the entire 
system. In the U.@,, the stronghold of world capitalism, the incon¬ 
gruity of socialized production and private property reflects, more 
than in any other country, the extent of decay© In every sphere of 
economic life, there are innumerable instances of bankruptcy ' (-rail¬ 
roads, coal, shoes, cotton goods, etc.). On all sides, one will 
hear brilliant panaceas, ranging from "state ownership" to "workers" 
control of production by agreement of the bourgeoisie. 


The capitalist state, particularly under the New Deal, comes 
more and more to the help of the "sick" industries by means of sub¬ 
sidies, loans, government contracts, and increased regimentation in 
general# Simultaneously, monopoly capital steps in, and takes a 
bankrupt section under its wing. Increasing centralization and gov¬ 
ernment regularion, however, create a new contradiction without eli¬ 
minating any of the old ones* Free competition and enterprise, a ba¬ 
sic element of capitalist economy, is undermined. Capitalism as a 
historical force in all its aspects - social, political and economic 
- has long ceased to be progressive. Universal decay, ushered in at 
the turn of the contrary, ha3 eaten away at the very roots of the 
bourgeois pyramid. 


Capital, despite all efforts, cannot keep its whole structure 
from collapse. Every economic and social element' necessary for the 
expropriation of the expropriators exists. It remains but fo'r the 
proletariat to carry out its historical mission. Production for use 
and not for profit is the crying need. Productive forces are suffi¬ 
ciently developed to handle the wants of society. 

How To Achieve Workers Control? 


How, when and under what circumstances is this to be achieved? 
What is the essence of the slogan "Workers Control of Production"? 
Faced by bankrupt or imminently bankrupt sections of economy, will 
the exploiters voluntarily give up the means of production to the 
workers? The Italian experience of 1919-20 has established that ec* 
onomic power alone (seizure of factories by the workers) dooms the 
proletariat to defeat and failure. 

The complementary aspect of the economic struggle, the seizure 
of political power side by side with seizure of the means of produc¬ 
tion and distribution is the key. This was conclusively established 
by the workers of Russia when they destroyed the bourgeois super¬ 
structure and created in its stead the representative of the armed 
irAght. of the oppressed - the proletarian dictatorship. 
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The defeat of the Spanish Revolution has further presented the 
proof that no matter what the shade of the bourgeois rule, it will 
and must act in the interests of the class which it represents* 
Thus, conversely, any attempt to seize political power without the 
simultaneous seizure, by the working olass, of the means of produ* 
ction, cam only spell doom# 

Bosses Fight Against the Hoose 

The rise of the bourgeoisie was marked by its violent dominance 
over the life of society# It has maintained its power, in the last 
analysis, by means of violence# Peeling the noose around its neck 
now growing ever tighter, it continues a bitter and violent struggle 
in its own behalf# Each futile attempt at a solution is character¬ 
ized by an increase of violent opposition, sometimes defensive, 
sometimes offensive, against the aspirations of the proletariat# 

Those who have not assimilated the essence of the Bolsheviks’ 
bitter struggle against Social Democracy will face the same fate as 
did the Social Democracy# History continues to repeat itself, and. 
again and again do reformists become the "saviours" of capitalism* 
The Revolutionary Workers League (Fighting Worker), today objective¬ 
ly, and tomorrow subjectively, takes its place in the army of revi¬ 
sionists*' They state; !, ##.We advocate to begin today the actual se¬ 
izure of idle land, factories, mines, mills, etc**." But to call 
for this when there is no pre-revolutionary situation, means to ad¬ 
vocate ^workers control of production" under capitalism# 

But a theoretical position alone was not satisfactory; it 
proposes to establish a workers control of production organization 
In the economic field, it is playing the role that the Stalinists’ 
League Against War and Fascism played in the political - liquidation 
of the party# 

For A Workers Council Government 

But, someone will ask, do you not state that workers control of 
production is on the order of the day? True, but so is Socialism# 
Would it not be amusing if each of us attempted to achieve Socialism 
in his own nook? Workers control of production is the answer to in¬ 
soluble contradictions of capitalist economy# The struggle for wor¬ 
kers control must be carried on in strikes, lockouts, unemployed de¬ 
monstrations, etc*, by raising slogans leading step by step to this 
objective* This is especially true of the sick industries# 

Since capitalism has not attained that true spirit of charity 
whereby it will voluntarily turn over the means of production to the 
proletariat, a revolutionary upheaval resulting in a proletarian 
dictatorship is the only course open# Confronted with the breakdown 
of economy today, we present the only road - nationalization of ind¬ 
ustry, workers control of production under a workers council gover¬ 
nment # 






